
Session 4  

Biblical Integrity 

“In one ear and out the other” 

Goals for growth: 

 Realize that selective obedience is not God’s will. 
 Identify areas of selective obedience in your life. 
 Experience the freedom and joy of complete loyalty to God’s Word. 

 

We men can talk a good line, but we love to fudge a little with the truth, often projecting an image 
of ourselves that is something other than reality. We say we have it together... but do we really? 

I know a guy who described himself as captain of the USC football team. Technically his claim was 
true. School tradition allowed all graduating seniors to be ‘captain’ for the final game. In reality, 
however, he was captain only for one game and shared that honour with dozens of others! 

It’s easy to say you are a Christian, but do you live like a follower? Do you truly belong to Jesus or do 
you allow others to assume your affiliation with Him is deeper than it really is? Relationship with the 
Lord comes down to obeying the Word. When Scripture says to do something, we’ve got to do it! 
Many, though, struggle to give full obedience to God. 

In Matthew 7:24 Jesus said, “Everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is 
like a wise man who built his house on the rock”. This week, we will study what biblical integrity 
means for God’s man. 

 

KEY VERSES 

21 Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent, and humbly accept the word 
planted in you, which can save you. 
22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 23 Anyone who listens 
to the word but does not do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a mirror 24 and, after 
looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 25 But whoever looks 
intently into the perfect law that gives freedom and continues in it – not forgetting what they have 
heard but doing it – they will be blessed in what they do. 
26 Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight rein on their tongues deceive 
themselves, and their religion is worthless.27 Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and 
faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being 
polluted by the world. 
James 1:21-27 

 

CONNECT WITH THE WORD 

1. According to verse 21, what gets in the way of obedience? 

2. What might you do to maintain a humble attitude that will receive instruction from the Lord? 

3. What are some practical differences between doers of the Word and hearers of the Word? 

4. What benefits does a doer of the Word enjoy (v25)? 



5. In what ways are you like the man described in verse 25? 

6. What proofs of true religion are described in verses 26 & 27?  
What steps can you take to become more obedient in these areas? 

 

REVIEW 

What did you learn from James 1:25 about a man who actively obeys the Word? In what ways were 
you able to identify with him? 

 

In what areas do you need to set goals for obedience to Christ? 
What role will the Bible play in helping you meet those goals? 

 

VIDEO TEACHING 
We can respond to God in ________________ 

We can respond to God in ________________ 

We can respond to God in ________________ 

God’s man ________________ what God _______________ 

We respond to God because of ________________ He is and ________________ He has done. 

 

VIDEO FEEDBACK 
In the video, Kenny discussed the ways that we can respond to God. Share a time when you 
responded inappropriately through pride or fear. 

Describe a time when you chose to respond to God in faith. What difference did it make in your life 
and in the lives of those in your family or in your church or community? 

 

CONNECT WITH THE GROUP 
Why would a California family go to Chicago in March? Well, we all (Todd’s family) wanted to see the 
last snowfall while visiting some good friends. We had to catch a flight home through Denver, and on 
our way to the gate, I was not impressed with our progress. I was worried that we’d miss our 
connection unless someone in our party picked up the pace. So I barked out some orders to my wife 
to “get moving.” 

Let’s just say I failed to accomplish my objective. My wife glared back at me and refused to speed up. 
When we arrived at the gate in plenty of time to make the flight, I realised immediately that I had a 
choice to make. Would I rationalise away my sin, or would I admit my wrong doing and ask for 
forgiveness? 

I decided to take the high road and obey what the Word says. I apologised in front of the kids and 
half the passengers waiting to board. I’m glad to report that my wife also chose obedience to God’s 
Word: she forgave me. 

Often, obedience is the difference between knowing the right thing to do and doing it. And 
sometimes it will cost you more than a little pride. 

1. What might you have done in Todd’s situation? 



2. What are the three most common ways you selectively obey God’s Word? 

3. Respond to the statement: Partial obedience is better than no obedience at all. Explain your 
reaction. How do you think James would respond? 

Both partial and delayed obedience are disobedience to God. 

4. What are some practical examples of how partial obedience is accepted by our culture? 

5. Why do we tend to hear the word more than we follow it? 
What factors create the gap? 

6. With which areas of obedience mentioned in verses 26 and 27 do you currently struggle? Give 
an example. 

7. According to verse 26, what is “worthless” religion? How can we, as a group, avoid it? 

When our focus is upon religion (the traditions or systems that man puts in place) rather than our 
relationship with Christ, we usually miss God’s design for our lives. 

 

WRAP 
When you know God’s standard but rationalize why you don’t have to follow it, you’ll fool only 
yourself. Sometimes we allow ourselves to think that we’re doing pretty well when it comes to 
acting on what the Bible commands when in reality we fall short of wholeheartedly living out what 
God asks of us.  We read His Word, but all too often His commands go in one ear and out the other. 
Unless we obey God in every area of our lives, we fail the ultimate test of biblical integrity. 

 

Remember these key thoughts from this week’s study: 

 Selective obedience is not God’s will for your life. 

 We must respond to God in faith rather than pride or fear. 

 We respond to God because of who He is and what He has done. 

 Freedom and joy come from complete loyalty to God and His Word. 

 


