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Read Titus 1:1-4 
 
Dig Deeper 
This pastoral letter from Paul to Titus was intended to offer encouragement and wisdom as 
Titus endured ongoing opposition from the ungodly and from legalists within his congregations. 
Paul probably wrote this letter in the 60s A.D.  
 
Tradition has it that Titus, having become first bishop of Crete, died there in advanced years. 
His successor, Andreas Cretensis, eulogized him in the following terms: “The first foundation-
stone of the Cretan church; the pillar of the truth; the stay of the faith; the never silent trumpet 
of the evangelical message; the exalted echo of Paul’s own voice.” 
 
Paul introduced himself as a “servant” (Greek doulos, literally “slave”) of God. The background 
for being the Lord’s slave or servant is to be found in the Old Testament scriptures. For a Jew 
this concept did not connote drudgery, but honour and privilege. It was used of national Israel 
at times (Isaiah 43:10), but was especially associated with famous OT personalities, including 
such men as Moses (Joshua 14:7), David (Psalm 89:3; 2 Samuel 7:5, 8) and Elijah (2 Kings 10:10). 
All these men were servants (or slaves) of the Lord.  
 

1. What is your purpose in life? What is God’s grand purpose for His church? How does 
your purpose contribute to God’s purpose?  
 

2. Is it possible to be called and sent out without being a slave of God in Christ? Why? How 
is this related to sanctification? 
 

3. How does this passage change your view of evangelism? Why? 
 

4. Does the balance of ministry in our church favour seeking the salvation of the lost or the 
growth in godliness of believers? Is this the way it should be? 
 

5. What other passage in the Bible provide you the most assurance for “the hope of 
eternal life”? 
 

6. In two or three sentences (maybe 30 words), what is the “common faith” shared by 
Paul, Titus, and us? 

 
Application & Prayer 
 

• Who is your life or church could you begin to pray for concerning their growth in 
godliness? Commit to pray for them each day over the next week. 



 

• Take some time to meditate on the analogies that the Bible uses to describe the people 
of God…His temple…His body…His bride…His family. Consider what God may be trying 
to teach you through these. 
 

• What is one practical step you could take this week to invite godly transformation? 


