
 

 

 

 

 

Happy Friday, Bethany! 

  

You may or may not be aware of a very important occurrence that happens every fortnight. Almost 

every other Monday, the leaders of the church, your elders, gather to love, serve, and care for you as 

shepherds. This is usually expressed by asking God to guide us in making wise decisions, to rightly use 

the resources we have, to develop and hold accountable our staff and our members, as well as 

planning for the future. And whilst all of that is right and good, we must always be reminded of our 

most important tasks. 

  

In Acts 6, the church was growing. People were being added almost daily. But in the midst of the 

growth, as is often the case in any organisation, some people were being overlooked. It wasn’t 

intentional, but it was reality. So the elders decided new leaders needed to be equipped and 

empowered to minister. Now, there is an OBVIOUS application to our church in this area. We need to 

engage new people. We must equip folks to do the work of ministry. We have to empower them to 

serve in the Spirit.  But…don’t let the WHY be missed because of the WHAT. 

  

The reason WHY the elders did this is found in verse 4. “But we will devote ourselves to prayer and 

to the ministry of the word.” 

  

As a return to their core responsibilities became evident, the elders voiced that 1) prayer, and 2) the 

word, should be primary for elders. These were their most important tasks. And they should be ours 

as well here at Bethany. 

  

Last night, we as elders gathered to pray for you…our congregation, our friends, our co-labourers, 

our church. This happens on a regular basis. However, recently we have been convicted that we 

should spend even more on our knees before our God on behalf of you. We want to be described as 

the elders are in Acts 6- devoted to prayer. So, if you have anything you need us to pray about, 

please let us know. We want to hear from you. We want to be connected to you. We want to 

shepherd you as best we can in the Lord’s strength. 

  

You can contact us directly or via the church office. In addition, you can email us at 

prayer@bethanychristian.co.uk. We will be sure to reach out to you, and you can be sure that we will 

pray for you. 

  

By the way, in case you may unfamiliar with our elders, they are George Barber, Peter Gill, David 

Keith, Ken Roberts, and myself. We never want to assume too much! 

  

Blessings, 

Jason 

mailto:prayer@bethanychristian.co.uk


  

SUNDAYS AT BETHANY 

This week, we are continuing our teaching series through Philippians called Side by Side. Join us as we look at 
Philippians 3:1-11, and learn about how great rubbish removal (spiritually speaking!) can be. The text this week 
gives us a clear picture of what a follower of Jesus looks like. 

If you would like to book a place for our 10:30 am in-person Sunday service, we want to encourage you to do so. 
Please call the church office by Thursday (or let Ruth know on your way out of the Centre on Sunday!). This allows 
us to have our seating plan in place by Friday to ensure everyone is socially distanced. 

There does seem to be some confusion over the number of people allowed to attend the service. The only limit 
imposed by the current restrictions is on maximum capacity determined by the size of the building. When we 
made the decision to welcome everyone back we used the figure of 30 'family units' based on the number of 
rows of seats in the Sanctuary. At the moment we have enough room to accommodate more people, so if you 
want to join us...  

 

 

Don't forget to join The ARK Online Team at 10:45 am this Sunday for exciting challenges, Bible memory verses, 

creative craft projects, worship songs and more. Find the details available on our Facebook page or by searching 

YouTube (for “The ARK Online”). 



 

There are still eight weeks to go, but we’re not expecting much to change in the meantime so we’re planning on doing things a bit 

different this year... 

Christmas DVD 

A big part of Christmas at Bethany is going Carol Singing! This year we can’t go round in person but we can let them watch us on 

their TV screens! So we’re going to record a special Christmas DVD and then distribute it round the area. If you normally join us, or 

want to this year, then we would like you to come to Bethany on Sunday 15th November at around 6pm and sing carols in the 

carpark (we will be Covid compliant). We’ll be joined on the DVD by the children of Gillas Lane School who are recording a special 

section for us. We obviously can’t do sign up sheets but let the office know if you’re interested and we’ll be in touch.  

  

No Christmas Card Campaign 

If you been around Bethany for a while you will know that each year we encourage everyone not to go to the expense of sending 

Christmas Cards to everyone – and instead give a sum of money to our ‘No Christmas Card’ Campaign. All donations go to providing 

Christmas Hampers for local school families and of course Jemma’s CAP Clients. We’re asking you to continue this tradition th is year, 

but it will obviously be a bit more difficult because we cant use our usual special envelopes, so you might need to be creative!. You 

can drop cash in to the office, send a cheque/BACS or even use paypal. Ring the office for more details. 

  

Christmas Greetings 

And although we’re asking you not to send cards we would like to encourage you to record a ‘Christmas Card Greeting Video 

Message’ to everyone at Bethany. Send the video to the office and we’ll use it on our Facebook page and as part of Sunday Service 

Welcome Video (in house only). They can be as serious as you like, but it might be nice if you dressed up just for the fun of it. 

  

Christmas Cheer 

Videoing yourself doing a dance or something silly to music has become quite a thing during lock down - Tic Tocks have gone viral 

over the last few months. So while you’ve got your camera out recording your Christmas Greeting, pick a Christmas song, do 

something silly, the cheesier/funnier the better, and then send it to us and we’ll put a smile on peoples faces. It doesn’t need to be a 

Tic Tock, just a short video, 30 seconds or so. We’ll post them on our Facebook page through out December to bring some Christmas 

cheer! 

  

Christmas Eve Stream Service 

A lot of people are asking if we’ll be able to celebrate Christmas this year with our traditional Christmas Eve service. We think the 

reality is that the current restrictions will still be in place in December! 

Christmas is a time for families so we’re planning to broadcast a Christmas Eve service that the family can gather around the  TV, 

Computer Screen or phone and watch together. We want to encourage you to be a part of the service, to get together and sing 

along as we celebrate the birth of our Saviour. We can’t all be in one place but we can have a shared experience across the whole 

church family. 

It would be great if you could get us a photo or a video clip of you and your family watching it – and we’ll include it as part of our 

new year celebration. 


