
Session 7 

Moral Integrity 

“The Gods of This World” 

Goals for Growth 

 Identify worldly tendencies in your life. 
 Understand the destructive nature of materialism. 
 Learn the remedy for a pride-filled life marked by worldliness. 

 

We love toys, don’t we? I (Todd) have an awesome mountain bike with full suspension that can 
climb almost vertical inclines. (Okay, the bike may be able to handle verticals, but I can’t.) The point 
is, it’s a really great bike. 

But – believe it or not – even though I have such a great bike, I want another one. So, why am I not 
satisfied with the one I have? Kenny went bike shopping after I got mine, and he one-upped me. You 
see, I go the Trek Fuel 90; Kenny bough the Trek Fuel 98, which is just a little lighter, a little more 
versatile – and more expensive. When does this bike envy end? 

What’s the problem with desiring more? James compared worldliness to committing adultery 
against God. When we befriend the world, we are committing spiritual adultery! We are being 
unfaithful to God! It’s that serious. Just like a wife who knows when her husband is being overly 
friendly with another woman, God’s Spirit is grieved when our hearts’ affections turn away from Him 
toward pleasures, possessions and power. We need to end the affair - ASAP. 

 

KEY VERSES 
4 What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires that battle within 
you? 2 You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot get what you want, so you 
quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not ask God. 3 When you ask, you do not receive, 
because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. 
4 You adulterous people,[a] don’t you know that friendship with the world means enmity against God? 
Therefore, anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. 5 Or do you 
think Scripture says without reason that he jealously longs for the spirit he has caused to dwell in 
us[b]? 6 But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: 
‘God opposes the proud but shows favour to the humble.’[c] 
7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Come near to God and 
he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-
minded. 9 Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to 
gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up. 
11 Brothers and sisters, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks against a brother or 
sister[d] or judges them speaks against the law and judges it. When you judge the law, you are not 
keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it. 12 There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able 
to save and destroy. But you – who are you to judge your neighbour? 
13 Now listen, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, 
carry on business and make money.’ 14 Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. 
What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. 15 Instead, you 
ought to say, ‘If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.’16 As it is, you boast in your 
arrogant schemes. All such boasting is evil.17 If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do and 
doesn’t do it, it is sin for them. 
James 4 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James%204#fen-NIVUK-30342a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James%204#fen-NIVUK-30343b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James%204#fen-NIVUK-30344c
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CONNECT WITH THE WORD 

1. To what kind of desires did James refer in verse 1? 

2. How do our desires get us into trouble sometimes? Share a personal account of how this has 
happened in your life. 

3. According to this passage, what does friendship with the world look like? How does it look in 
your life? 

4. What practical antidote to worldliness do you find in verses 7-10? 

5. What kind of man did James describe in verses 13-17? According to James, what’s wrong with 
this thinking? How should he change his thoughts? 

6. How can our determination to be successful lead us down a false path? How have you 
experienced this? 

 

REVIEW 
If you recalled an example of a time when your desires got you into trouble, share it with the group. 

 

Think of a book or film where the main character’s desires created most of the story’s tension. 
Summarize for the group. 

 

VIDEO TEACHING 
Love of the ________________ squeezes out the love of the _______________. 

The values of broken male culture ________________, ________________ and ________________. 

Every man is looking for an _______________ in which he can confidently place his masculinity. 

God’s man must ________________ the world in order to ________________ the Lord. 

 

VIDEO FEEDBACK 
In the video Kenny talked about the importance of being involved in a local church. Spend a few 
minutes discussing what that means for you and your group. 

 

What does God opposing the proud look like? What about God giving grace to the humble? Have 
you seen that pattern in your life? If so, explain. 

 

CONNECT WITH THE GROUP 
Jack is not a man of means, but he feels compelled to live like one. His circumstances call for 
financial discipline, but his lifestyle has given him an image to keep up. He leases an expensive sports 



car, shops at the most expensive stores and provides his wife with any earthly comfort they can 
imagine. 

Jack’s circumstances say X but he is spending like Y. His image and his reality simply do not jive. He is 
driven to maintain appearances at all costs – and that can only mean the world has gotten to him. 
He’s living in a house of (credit) cards that’s designed to collapse. As the mountain of debt reaches 
greater heights, his faith suffers and his marriage swirls down the toilet. 

For what? For the image the world has told him he needs to live up to. 

 

1. Imagine yourself as Jack’s best friend. What would you say to him about his obsession with 
image and material possessions? What first step would you recommend he takes to break 
free? 

2. In general, what are the signs of materialism in a man’s life? In your own life? 

 

Remaining unaware of the signs of materialism may lead us further down the road to ruin than we 
would ever want to go. It’s important we realize the danger early. 

3. Define worldly pleasures in the light of this week’s scripture. 

4. In what ways have you formed a friendship with the world? 

5. What steps does James tell us to take to overcome worldliness and materialism? Explain your 
personal battle plan against the two and prepare to incorporate things you learn from others. 

Failure to develop an awareness of materialism and to prepare a personal battle plan to combat it 
sets us up to lose when temptation strikes. Focusing on spiritual objectives in our own lives and for 
our families is key. 

6. In James 4:13 the businessman says, “We will go...and make a profit.” He is oblivious to the 
fact that life is uncertain. Why is the businessman’s way of thinking wrong? Have you ever 
shared a similar outlook on life? Explain. 

7. In what ways does a materialistic focus impact our relationships? Share a personal example if 
you can? 

8. Which most tempts you: power, possessions and pleasure? What specific issues do you face in 
that area? 

 

WRAP 
Sadly, the taste of the good life has created in most of us an unquenchable appetite. It drives the 
average man to work harder than God intended. Worse, it creates an ever increasing hunger for 
things. We want what we don’t need, and we fight to get those things in order to impress those we 
don’t even know. We become sidetracked with worthless pursuits. The way for God’s man is 
different. God’s man must learn to seek first the kingdom of God. 

 

Remember these key thoughts from this week’s study: 



 We should learn to identify worldly tendencies in our lives. 

 We must understand the destructive nature of materialism. 

 God’s men must create a personal battle plan for combating worldliness. 

 Love of the Father will squeeze out the love of the world. 

 


