
Happy Friday, Bethany! 

 

A couple of weeks ago, we talked about how important Family Discipleship is and will continue to be for 
our church and community. I listed 3 Pillars (see below) that will guide us as we continue to mould and 
shape our strategy. Here are a few more for us to consider as we hope to shape this generation and 
influence the ones to come. 

 

1. Family Discipleship is part of the Great Commission. 

2. Family Discipleship is important. 

3. Good family discipleship is mostly ordinary. 

 

4. Family Discipleship means raising righteously abnormal kids…even if it feels counterintuitive. 

In an increasingly secular culture, it is likewise increasingly critical to equip Christian children/youth with 
the audacity to be countercultural. Today’s children/youth need to not only be taught what is true, but 
how to distinguish what is false and how to boldly stand up against a torrent of opinions to the contrary. 
Whilst my parenting instincts tempt me toward raising a child who is broadly admired, the call of God on 
my life is to raise a family that is ready to be hated for following Christ. It takes intentionality to raise a 
generation that is valiant enough to be righteously abnormal. 

 

5. Family Discipleship does not make you responsible for the salvation of your children. 

Preach your heart out, read the Bible everyday—all-day—and still, you could not force your children to 
follow Christ any more than you could force God to save them. Your child’s salvation is never a credit to 
perfect parenting. Likewise, you should not beat yourself up if your child runs from God despite your best 
efforts. It is just as true for your child as it is for you that “by grace you have been saved through faith. 
And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast” (Eph. 
2:8–9). It is a blessing that despite our mistakes, He still invites mums and dads to be part of how He 
disciples and saves a new generation of followers. 

 

6. Family discipleship should be a team effort that includes both family and church. 

Whilst parents have the potential to be the most influential people in a child’s life (and the home is 
intended to be the primary instrument and environment for discipleship), parents are not expected to 
carry this burden alone. The church cannot be where we “outsource” the discipleship of our children, but 
neither should it be ignored as a significant component of Christian ministry to and with the family. The 
best version of family discipleship involves an entire community of believers working in concert with the 
parents in spiritually raising children. 

 

Blessings, 

Jason 



SUNDAYS AT BETHANY 

This week, we are continuing our teaching series through Philippians called Side by Side. Join us as we 

look at Philippians 3:12-4:1. We will have a special guest speaker joining us. Andy Byers, former Director 

of the Free Church Tract at Cranmer Hall, Durham University, will be preaching. 

If you would like to book a place for our 10:30 am in-person Sunday service, we want to encourage you to 

do so. Please call the church office by Thursday (or let Ruth know on your way out of the Centre on 

Sunday!). This allows us to have our seating plan in place by Friday to ensure everyone is socially 

distanced. 

Don't forget to join The ARK Online Team at 10:45 am this Sunday for exciting challenges, Bible memory 

verses, creative craft projects, worship songs and more. Find the details available on our Facebook page 

or by searching YouTube (for “The ARK Online”).  

The Thanksgiving Service for George Pattison is 

here at Bethany on Wednesday 4th November at 

12.00 noon. Due to Covid-19 Restrictions it is a 

family event  by invitation only. 

We appreciate that many would like to attend as 

a mark of respect for George, Margaret and the 

Family however the maximum number is set by 

government and we must comply with their 

legislation. 

If you feel you must still attend we ask you to park in our carpark leaving one space between vehicles and 

then remain inside until the funeral cortege arrives. If you could then stand in front of your car as a mark 

of respect and then leave as soon as possible afterwards.  



There are still seven weeks to go, but we’re not expecting much 
to change in the meantime so we’re planning on doing things a 
bit different this year… 

 Christmas DVD 

A big part of Christmas at Bethany is going Carol Singing! This 
year we can’t go round in person but we can let them watch us 
on their TV screens! So we’re going to record a special Christ-
mas DVD and then distribute it round the area. If you normally 
join us, or want to this year, then we would like you to come to 
Bethany on Sunday 15th November at around 6pm and sing car-
ols in the carpark (we will be Covid compliant). We’ll be joined 
on the DVD by the children of Gillas Lane School who are re-
cording a special section for us. We obviously can’t do sign up 
sheets but let the office know if you’re interested and we’ll be in 
touch. 

No Christmas Card Campaign 

If you been around Bethany for a while you will know that each year we encourage everyone not to go to 
the expense of sending Christmas Cards to everyone – and instead give a sum of money to our ‘No 
Christmas Card’ Campaign. All donations go to providing Christmas Hampers for local school families and 
of course Jemma’s CAP Clients. We’re asking you to continue this tradition this year, but it will obviously 
be a bit more difficult because we cant use our usual special envelopes, so you might need to be crea-
tive!. You can drop cash in to the office, send a cheque/BACS or even use paypal. Ring the office for more 
details.  

Christmas Greetings 

And although we’re asking you not to send cards we would like to encourage you to record a ‘Christmas 
Card Greeting Video Message’ to everyone at Bethany. Send the video to the office and we’ll use it on 
our Facebook page and as part of Sunday Service Welcome Video (in house only). They can be as serious 
as you like, but it might be nice if you dressed up just for the fun of it. 

Christmas Cheer 

Videoing yourself doing a dance or something silly to music has become quite a thing during lock down - 
Tic Tocks have gone viral over the last few months. So while you’ve got your camera out recording your 
Christmas Greeting, pick a Christmas song, do something silly, the cheesier/funnier the better, and then 
send it to us and we’ll put a smile on peoples faces. It doesn’t need to be a Tic Tock, just a short video, 30 
seconds or so. We’ll post them on our Facebook page through out December to bring some Christmas 
cheer! 

Christmas Eve Stream Service 

A lot of people are asking if we’ll be able to celebrate Christmas this year with our traditional Christmas 
Eve service. We think the reality is that the current restrictions will still be in place in December! 
Christmas is a time for families so we’re planning to broadcast a Christmas Eve service that the family can 
gather around the TV, Computer Screen or phone and watch together. We want to encourage you to be 
a part of the service, to get together and sing along as we celebrate the birth of our Saviour. We can’t all 
be in one place but we can have a shared experience across the whole church family. 
It would be great if you could get us a photo or a video clip of you and your family watching it – and we’ll 
include it as part of our new year celebration.  


