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Read John 14:16-26 
 
Dig Deeper 
 
In John 14, love for Jesus would result in the disciples’ obedience to His commands. It would 
also result in Jesus’ requesting another (Greek “allon,” meaning “another of the same kind”) 
Helper to take His place in His absence from them.  
 
The word translated “Helper” or “Counsellor” is parakletos. Both of these English words have 
connotations that are absent from the Greek word. Helper connotes an inferior, which the Holy 
Spirit is not. Counsellor can call to mind a camp counsellor or a marriage counsellor whereas a 
legal counsellor is more in harmony with the Greek idea.  
 
The verbal form of this word literally means to call alongside and, therefore, to encourage or to 
strengthen. Muslims typically believe that Mohammed is the fulfilment of Jesus’ promise that 
He would send another counsellor.   
 
Jesus spoke of the Trinity in the following relationships. The Son would request that the Father 
send the Spirit to take the Son’s place as the believer’s encourager and strengthener. It was 
hard for these Jewish believers who had grown up believing that there is but one God to grasp 
that Jesus was God. It must have been even more difficult for them to think of the Spirit of God 
as a person rather than as God’s influence.  
 
The Spirit of God had come on Old Testament believers temporarily to give them strength, but 
normally He did not remain with them (see Psalm 51:11). What Jesus spoke of here was an 
abiding relationship in which the Spirit remained with believers for the rest of their lives (see 
Romans 8:9).  
 

1. Do you think your beliefs about the Holy Spirit are shaped more by the Scriptures or by 
what you’ve experienced? Can both be valid? Is one more valid than the other? 
 

2. If we have Jesus in our life, why do we need the Spirit? 
 

3. When Christians are out in the culture, do you think anyone can tell the difference 
between Christians who have the Holy Spirit in them and non-Christians who do not? 
Why or why not? 

  



 
4. The word “another” in v. 16 means another one just like the first one. So, Jesus is  

saying that the Holy Spirit is JUST LIKE him. What would it be like to have Jesus right 
beside you or available, physically present with you all the time (or anytime you need 
him)? 

 
5. If the Spirit works through us, how should the supernatural results differ from what we 

can accomplish on our own? 
 
Application & Prayer 
 

• How might our lives be different if we began living as if the Holy Spirit were actually with 
us all the time as we’ve discussed? What can we do to begin living this way this week? 
 

• What are some things that hinder you from being filled with the Spirit? Pray that God 
may give you strength to resist those things. 
 

• How do you react to the Spirit’s prompting? What practical steps can you take to move 
closer to the “Forgotten God”? 
 

• Reflect on the implications of John 14:16-17 for your own life today. Consider what you 
have learned that might lead you to praise God, repent of sin, and trust in His gracious 
promises. 


